
 

 

 

 

Notice of Meeting: 

I hereby give notice that an ordinary meeting of the District Licensing Committee will be held on: 
 
Date: Wednesday 9 August 2023 

Time: 9.30 am  

Venue: Council Chamber, top floor, Dunedin Public Art Gallery, the 
Octagon, Dunedin 

 
Sandy Graham 

Chief Executive Officer 

 

District Licensing Committee 

Opposed Off-Licence Renewal – “Bottle O”, Hillside Road, Dunedin 

PUBLIC AGENDA 

 
MEMBERSHIP 
 

Chairperson Colin Weatherall  
Deputy Chairperson Rakei Amohau 

 
 

Members Cr Lee Vandervis  
 
Senior Officer Kevin Mechen, Secretary, District Licensing Committee 
 
Governance Support Officer Lynne Adamson 
 

 
 

Lynne Adamson 
Governance Support Officer 

 
 

Telephone: 03 477 4000 
Lynne.Adamson@dcc.govt.nz 

www.dunedin.govt.nz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: Reports and recommendations contained in this agenda are not to be considered as Council 
policy until adopted. 

http://www.dunedin.govt.nz/
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1 APOLOGIES  

At the close of the agenda no apologies had been received.  

2 CONFIRMATION OF AGENDA 

Note: Any additions must be approved by resolution with an explanation as to why they 
cannot be delayed until a future meeting. 
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PART A REPORTS 

 

REPORT FOR OFF-LICENCE RENEWAL, 491 HILLSIDE ROAD, DUNEDIN, "BOTTLE 
O" – FROM SECRETARY, DISTRICT LICENSING COMMITTEE 

Department: Civic  

 

 

  

 

APPLICATION DESCRIPTION 

Applicant’s Name: Singla Group Limited 

Site Address 491 Hillside Road, Dunedin 

Trading Name: Bottle O 

Style of Licence Off-licence (Bottle Store) 

Application  Number OFF-8-2018 

Date received by Council 16 May 2023 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1 This is a report for an application for the renewal of an off-licence for the premises situated at 
491 Hillside Road, Dunedin, and known as “Bottle O”.  The criteria found at section 131 of the 
Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012 (the Act) apply to this application. 

2 The applicant does not seek any changes to the licence.  The inspector considers that the sale 
and supply of alcohol under these conditions are consistent with the purpose of the Act and 
meets the criteria at section 131. 

3 Public notice of the application did not attract any opposition.  Neither the Medical Officer of 
Health nor the Licensing Inspector oppose the grant of the renewal.  However, the Police do 
oppose the renewal and are seeking the imposition of two conditions to the licence relating to 
the sale of single units and the external advertising and promotion of alcohol.  

APPLICANT AND APPLICATION 

4 The Applicant is a company with equal directors and shareholders, Michael Lee Sumner and 
Emma Kate Sumner.  On 18 January 2022, Narinda Kumar Singla ceased being the sole director 
and he, along with Suman Lata, were removed as shareholders.  Michael and Emma Sumner 
became the new shareholders and directors of the company.  There is no record of the changes 
being notified to the Authority.  However, the Inspector points out that the change is noted on 
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the renewal application so it may be possible previous Council staff were advised of the change 
but it was not recorded. 

5 The premises not only sells alcohol but also carries a wide range of general household grocery 
items for the nearby community. 

6 This is the second renewal of the licence and no change to the conditions is sought. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

7 Public notice of the application did not attract any public objection and neither the Licensing 
Inspector nor Medical Officer of Health oppose the renewal. 

8 However, the Police have opposed the licence renewal.  Their grounds for opposition relate to 
sections 105(1)(a), (b), (h) and (i) of the Act.  They believe the sale of single units of alcohol is 
not aligned with the object of the Act and raises doubts as to the suitability of the Applicant. 

9 The Police also state that the area within 800m radius of the premises is “one of the worst areas 
for calls for Police service in Dunedin City” and that the premises is “one of the main off-licence 
premises frequented by the surrounding vulnerable community.” 

10 The Police are seeking two additional conditions to the licence: 

a) No single sales of beer, cider or RTDs priced at, or less than, $6.00 per unit. 

b) No alcohol advertising or promotion on the premises exterior. 

11 The Police state the Applicant is agreeable to the addition of the two conditions, but they have 
not received written confirmation. 

CONCLUSION  

12 This application has not attracted any objections nor opposition from the Medical Officer of 
Health nor Licensing Inspector.  

13 Similarly, the Police have not opposed the renewal per se, but they are seeking the imposition 
of two extra conditions to the licence. 

14 This hearing will allow the parties to present their positions. 

 

Signatories 

Author:  Kevin Mechen - Secretary, District Licensing Committee 

Authoriser:   

Attachments 
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⇩A Application to Renew Off-Licence 8 
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OFF-LICENCE APPLICATION 
 
Applicant     Singla Group Limited 
Trading Name    Bottle O 
Address of premises   491 Hillside Road, Dunedin 
Type of licence    OFF-Licence  
Application type    Renewal 
Pathway number    OFF-8-2018 
Date of application    16 March 2023 
Interviewee     Harmeet Singh  Duty Manager 
Date of interview    Reviewed during onsite monitoring visit  

(unannounced) on 5 May 2023 
 
Applicant details 
Singla Group Limited 
Company number: 6940755 
NZBN: 9429046916419 
Incorporation Date: 20 July 2018 
Company Status: Registered 
Entity type: NZ Limited Company  
 
The current directors and equal shareholders are Michael Lee Sumner and Emma Kate Sumner, 
both of Dunedin. 
 
On 18 January 2022, Narinder Kumar Singla ceased being the sole director of this company.  At 
the same time, shareholders Suman Lata and Narinder Kumar Singh (previously 50 shares each) 
were both removed as shareholders, with Michael and Emma Sumner becoming the new equal 
shareholders of the company. 
 
No (Council) records indicate the agencies or authority was notified of these changes under 
section 69 of the Act, however the applicant has noted this company structure change on their 
renewal application, and it is possible that previous Council staff were notified of this change 
(without documenting it). 
 
General nature of the business (description/background/previously licensed) 
Bottle O is part of a chain of bottle stores throughout New Zealand.  The Dunedin Bottle O 
franchise is the only Bottle O within the city. 
 
Site Location (zoning/surrounding uses or activities) 
General residential.  Resource Consent RMA 2001-0500 permits the use of the site for the sale of 
alcohol.  
 
Manager details 
Current Manager s Certificate Holders are: 
Michael Sumner  Expires 20/01/26 
Harmeet Singh  08/12/24 
Jan Orlowski  Expires 04/03/26     
 
Licensing hours sought 
The applicant requested 9am until 10pm daily. (No changes to current licensing hours)   
 
Store trading hours are: 
Monday: 10am  8pm 
Tuesday: 10am  9pm 
Wednesday: 10am  9pm 
Thursday: 10am  10pm 
Friday: 10am  10pm 
Saturday: 10am  10pm 
Sunday: 11am  8pm 
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Are there any changes from the existing licence or Temporary Authority? 
No. 
 
Designation sought 
Supervised. 
 
Correct signage on display? 
1. Copy of licence at principal entrance? Yes  
2. Duty Manager? Yes 
3. Prohibited persons? Yes  
 
Host Responsibility 
Extensive policy included with application  no issues 
 
Does the premises utilise DCC owned footpath?  
No.    
 
What is the maximum occupancy number for the premises? 
72 (As stated on a 2019 Building Compliance Certificate). 
 
Public Notification process 
ODT 20 & 27 May 2023 
 
Public Objections (interest in the application/reasons for) 
None. 
 
In deciding whether to issue a licence, the licensing authority or the licensing 
committee concerned must have regard to the following matters: 
 
The object of this Act: 
No issues. 
 
The suitability of the applicant: 
No issues. 
 
Any relevant local alcohol policy:
No issues 
 
The days on which and the hours during which the applicant proposes to sell alcohol: 
No issues.   
 
The design and layout of any proposed premises: 
No issues.   
 
Whether the applicant is engaged in, or proposes on the premises to engage in, the 
provision of services other than those directly related to the sale of alcohol, low-
alcohol refreshments, non-alcoholic refreshments, and food, and if so, which services: 
A wide range of general household grocery and convenience items are available, predominantly 
food items.   
 
Whether the applicant has appropriate systems, staff, and training to comply with the 
law: 
(a) Building. Current BWOF in place, expires 19/12/23  
(b) Sale of food. N/A 
(c) Fire. No issues as of 17/05/23 
(d) Security. N/A. 
 
Any matters dealt with in any report from the Police or a Medical Officer of Health  
Police Opposition based on seeking conditions regarding single serve products and external 
advertising. No Opposition from MOoH. 
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Whether (in its opinion) the amenity and good order of the locality would be likely to 
be increased, by more than a minor extent, by the effects of a refusal to renew the 
licence: 
No issues. 
 
The manner in which the applicant has sold (or, as the case may be, sold and 
supplied), displayed, advertised, or promoted alcohol. 
 
Photo of single-serve beers available for sale  photo taken 05/05/23 TM 
 

 
 
The above photo shows the extent of the single serve products available (excluding craft beers).  
The following products were available for sale over 5% ABV strength seen within the above 
photo (as of 05/05/23): 
 

 Sturmano, 7.3% ABV, 500ml $4.50  
 Haagen Strong beer, 7.2% ABV, 500ml, $4.50 
 BIRA Super strong, 8% ABV, 500ml, $5.00 
 Carlsburgh Elephant Beer, 7.2% ABV, 500ml, $4.99 
 Kingfisher Beer, 7.2% ABV, 500ml, $4.00 
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 Tui Strong, 7.2% ABV, 500ml, $3.50 
 Steinlager Tokyo Dry, 5% ABV, 500ml, $4.50  
 Stella Artois, 5% ABV, 500ml, $4.50 
 Ekstra Svyturys, 5.2% ABV, 500ml, $3.99 
 Asahi beer, 5% ABV, 500ml, $4.99 
 Heineken, 5% ABV, 500ml, $3.99 (Out of stock at time photo was taken) 
 NZ Lager, 5% ABV, 440ml, $2.40 
 Speights Gold Medal Ale, 4% ABV, 440ml, $2.99 
 Ranfurly Draught, 4% ABV, 440ml, $1.80 
 Lion Brown 4% ABV, 330ml, $1.40 
 Lion Brown, 4% ABV, 440ml, $1.90 

 
 
These photos are included for the District Licensing Committee s benefit in terms of detailing the 
products available within this store.   
 
 
Inspector  
 
This report is prepared for the District Licensing Committee  
 
The premises complies with all aspects of the relevant legislation. 
 
There are no issues as to the suitability of the applicant.   
 
Therefore, no opposition is raised overall.   
 
 
 
 

 
Tanya Morrison 
Licensing Inspector 
14/06/23 
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From: Melissa Joyce
To: Dunedin Licensing Agency
Subject: No Opposition OFF-8-2018 Bottle O
Date: Tuesday, 23 May 2023 11:37:48 a.m.
Attachments: image004.png

image005.png

23 May 2023
 
Ref:                                       OFF-8-2018                        
Application received:      16 May 2023                                                                                     
Applicant:                           Singla Group Limited                                                       
Application type:              Renewal Off
Premises:                            Bottle O
Premises address:           491 Hillside Road, Dunedin          
 
Dear DLC Secretary,
 
This application has been inquired into with respect to public health issues involved and am not
aware of any issues, therefore this is not opposed.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
 
 
Aaron Whipp
Delegated by the Medical Officer of Health, under section 151 of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol
Act 2012
 
 
Melissa Joyce
Office Administrator Kaiwhakahaere Tari

Public Health/Southern
waea p koro: 03 476 9864| m ra: melissa.joyce@southerndhb.govt.nz
369 Taieri Road, Dunedin | Private Bag 1921, Dunedin 9054
 

Te Whatu Ora – Health New Zealand
TeWhatuOra.govt.nz

 

This email or attachments may contain confidential or legally privileged information intended for the sole use of the addressee(s).
Any use, redistribution, disclosure, or reproduction of this message, except as intended, is prohibited. If you received this email in
error, please notify the sender and remove all copies of the message, including any attachments. Please note, the views expressed
in this communication are not necessarily those of the Te Whatu Ora - Southern, unless expressly so stated or apparent from the
context.
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Sgt Steve Jones - Dunedin Police  Alcohol Harm Reduction Officer 
 

sjct35@police.govt.nz  DDI- 4714980  Cell 021 1912755 

 
 
14th June 2023 
 
 
Re: OFF-8-2018, Singla Group Limited, Bottle O, Dunedin 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
 
On 16/05/2023 Police received an application from Singla Group Limited for the 
renewal of the Off-Licence for the premises known as Bottle O. 
 
This is an independently owned premises situated at 491 Hillside Road, 
Dunedin. The target market for this premises is the locality of South Dunedin in 
which it is situated. This is one of four Off-Licence premises within an 800m 
proximity. The others are:  

- Caversham Liquor, South Road, Caversham 
- Dunedin Malt House, Hillside Road, Dunedin 
- Pak N Save, Hillside Road, Dunedin 

 
Anecdotal and factual evidence regards this locality as a vulnerable community 
in regard to Alcohol Harm. 2018 New Zealand Census data indicates this area 
to have a deprivation score of 10. This is the highest score on the deprivation 
index and regarded as extreme. 
 
As such Police oppose the renewal of this licence under Section 105: 

(a) Object of the Act 
(b) Suitability of the applicant 
(h) amenity and good order 
(i) amenity and good order already badly effected 

 
It also falls short of section 106(iii), in regard to number of current premises of 
the same kind in the area. 
 
 
Object of the Act 
(1) The object of this Act is that- 

(a) The sale, supply and consumption of alcohol should be undertaken 
safely and responsibly; and 

(b) The harm caused by the excessive or inappropriate consumption of 
alcohol should be minimized. 

Central Police Station 
25 Great King street  
Private Bag 1924 
DUNEDIN 
Telephone (03) 4714800 
Fax  (03) 479 9363     
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 2 

(2) for the purposes of subsection (1), the harm caused by the excessive or 
inappropriate consumption of alcohol includes- 
(a) any crime, damage, death, disease, disorderly behavior, illness or injury, 
directly or indirectly caused or directly or indirectly contributed to, by the 
excessive or inappropriate consumption of alcohol; and 
(b) any harm to society generally or the community, directly or indirectly caused 
or directly or indirectly contributed to, by any crime, damage, death, disease, 
disorderly behavior, illness or injury of a kind described in paragraph (a) 
 
The sale of single serve alcohol at a cheap price does not align with the object 
of the act in that the vulnerable community in which this premises is situated are 
exposed to higher levels of harm. Furthermore, the advertising of alcohol on the 
external surrounds of the premises is exposing an already vulnerable 
community to further harm. 
 
 
Suitability of the Applicant 
Single sales of alcohol at a cheap price adversely effects the suitability of the 
applicant. Alcohol advertising on the external premises causes harmful alcohol 
exposure to the surrounding community, particularly the sensitive locations: 

- Bathgate Park Primary School (400 metres) 
- St Bernadettes Primary School (550 metres) 
- Carisbrook Primary School (600 metres) 
- Helen Deem Kindergarten (900 metres) 
- Kings and Queens High Schools (both approx. 1km) 

 
 
Amenity and good order 
Police records of alcohol related incidents in the area indicate that the 800m 
radius surrounding the premises is one of the worst areas for calls for Police 
service in Dunedin City.  Frequent incidents of family harm and disorder are 
attended by Police within this area.  Alcohol consumed at these incidents are all 
purchased at nearby off-licences, of which Bottle O is one of the main off 
licence premises commonly frequented by the surrounding vulnerable 
community.   
 
Whilst Police have no statistics that directly correlate alcohol harm back to this 
premises, it is almost certain alcohol purchased at this premises results in 
nearby harm. The NZ Police Geospatial mapping application has provided the 
map below showing the location of the premises well within an area of the 
highest deprivation (red) and incidents where alcohol is a contributing factor. 
 
Police have outlined above a number of sensitive locations within close 
proximity of this premises. Police opposition and recommendation goes to the 
Object of the Act to minimise the alcohol harm already experienced within this 
highly vulnerable community where exposure to alcohol is high. 



 

DISTRICT LICENSING COMMITTEE 
9 August 2023 

 

 

Report for Off-licence Renewal, 491 Hillside Road, Dunedin, "Bottle O" – From Secretary, 
District Licensing Committee 

Page 28 of 32 

 

A
tt

ac
h

m
e

n
t 

D
 

 
 

It
e

m
 2

 

 

3

       

Conditions Sought
To mitigate further risk, Police seek the following licence conditions:

1) No single sales of beer, cider, or RTDs priced at, or less than, $6.00 per 
unit are to be sold. 

2) No alcohol advertising or promotion on the external building premises

NOTE: Police have met with the applicant and advised of Police opposition. The 
applicant has indicated they may be amenable to these conditions; however, 
Police have received no correspondence confirming this.

For your consideration,

Steve Jones
Sgt SJCT35
Dunedin Police 

Bottle O
Dunedin
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From: Dunedin AHPU
To: Dunedin Licensing Agency
Cc: Kevin Mechen; Lynne Adamson
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Renewal - OFF-8-2018 - Singla Group Limited, Bottle O, 491 Hillside Road Dunedin
Date: Thursday, 8 June 2023 04:25:35 p.m.
Attachments: 0.png

image001.png
image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png
OFF-8-2018 - Singla Group Limited, Bottle O, 491 Hillside Road Dunedin.pdf

Kia ora,

A site visit is being conducted with the applicant tomorrow and correspondence expected
relating to the application.

Police enter interim opposition on the basis of this visit taking place and correspondence being
received from the applicant.

Nga mihi,

Steve Jones
Sergeant SJCT35
Alcohol Harm Prevention
Dunedin Central

P  +64 3 471 4800 M  +64 21 191 2755 E sjct35@police.govt.nz

Kaua e rangiruatia te h o te hoe;
e kore t  t tou waka e  ki uta        

From: Angie Symon <Angie.Symon@dcc.govt.nz> 
Sent: Tuesday, 16 May 2023 1:57 PM
To: Aaron Whipp <Aaron.Whipp@southerndhb.govt.nz>; Admin DHB <admin@phsouth.co.nz>;
Alison Blair <Alison.Blair@dcc.govt.nz>; fire <OtagoRiskReduction@fireandemergency.nz>; Kevin
Mechen <Kevin.Mechen@dcc.govt.nz>; Dunedin AHPU <Dunedin.AHPU@police.govt.nz>; Tanya
Morrison <Tanya.Morrison@dcc.govt.nz>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Renewal - OFF-8-2018 - Singla Group Limited, Bottle O, 491 Hillside Road
Dunedin

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
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From: White, Nikki
To: Dunedin Licensing Agency
Subject: FW: Renewal - OFF-8-2018 - Singla Group Limited, Bottle O, 491 Hillside Road Dunedin
Date: Wednesday, 17 May 2023 11:03:12 a.m.
Attachments: 0.png

image001.png
OFF-8-2018 - Singla Group Limited, Bottle O, 491 Hillside Road Dunedin.pdf

Hi team

No issues with this one.

Ng  mihi / Many thanks

Nikki White
Business Services Coordinator

Otago District – Dunedin
Te Kei Region
Dunedin Central Fire Station
85 Castle Street, Dunedin 9016
PO Box 341, Dunedin 9054
Phone: 03 367 9599
Mobile: 027 559 1825

nikki.white@fireandemergency.nz
www.fireandemergency.nz

From: Angie Symon <Angie.Symon@dcc.govt.nz> 
Sent: Tuesday, 16 May 2023 1:57 pm
To: Aaron Whipp <Aaron.Whipp@southerndhb.govt.nz>; Admin DHB <admin@phsouth.co.nz>;
Alison Blair <Alison.Blair@dcc.govt.nz>; Otago Risk Reduction
<OtagoRiskReduction@fireandemergency.nz>; Kevin Mechen <Kevin.Mechen@dcc.govt.nz>;
Police <Dunedin.AHPU@police.govt.nz>; Tanya Morrison <Tanya.Morrison@dcc.govt.nz>
Subject: Renewal - OFF-8-2018 - Singla Group Limited, Bottle O, 491 Hillside Road Dunedin

If this message is not intended for you please delete it and notify us immediately; you are warned that any further use,
dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this material by you is prohibited..
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